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1. THESSALONIANS, 
II. I, 2, 3» 4. 8, 9, 10. 


| NOW we befeech you brethren [5 the coming of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and by our gathering together unto 
im ; that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, or be trou- 


bled, neither by ſpirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as 


from us, as that the day bg iſt is at hand. | 
Let no man decerve you by any means ; for that day 
ſhall not come except 3 come a falling away firſt, 


and that man of ſin be revealed. The fon of perdi. 


 Jion ;——who oppoſeth, and exalteth himſelf above all 
that is called God, or "that is wor ipped ; fo that He 


as God, ſnteth in the Ae of God > ſhewing binzſelf 
that He js Gad. 


And theu 
Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and 
Hall deſtroy with the brightnefs of his coming. Even 
him, whefe coming is after the working of Satan, with. 


all power, and /igns, and lying wonders, and with 
* ceiveablene | of unrighteouſneſs in them that pe- 
, becauſe they received 1 the "wwe 0 f the truth 


4 at they might be au. 
Ne- 


. 1. H E Rand fp bin . 
d dered in it's ſtructure, and the 


progreſs it has made in the 


world, is at once à ſurprizing mon u- 
ment of human ſagacity and . 
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Hall that autos One be 1 whom the 


FS. a 
+ Rs 
© "Be 
= 
P ” oa 


— — 2 2B, 
2 N — M * 4 9 — or — 
1 S a „ by n * ” _- - —— — „ — ＋ 2 — — 2 7 222 ELIT dota "2 - 
I em — = = nw — 4 — — Fs = 3 — 22 gn * 
— —— r 2 = , * 2  —— — a : 7 r — - — 1 "RG — - pu 
# — ds a> : 5 20 bs — by —_— — ” 
* * £ Eng _ = £ ww —— PR - — 4 — * « — 9 * - 
6 — — 1 od + . = * A - * ao” #94 2 —— 2 RA — 5 ” a — * * 
—_— enki —— — * 2 4 * v — 8 — — - — * 1 4 1 — * >. 
— ——— 2 * — — q oy 1 . . An. = —— Py ** - 2 x > v <4 A ms — 
— 4 - „ — Es 222 _ — en — * - , 7 — : : — — 2 . h NE 2 = ; as "gy 
* — 285 "a — — 2 — — <5 4 4 * A 
— 4 2 2 y wa — _ - ” 2 0 — 
wie Las. 3 PR - * . 2 * — 
— — 2 2 — — y” * 3 - — 
e . a. * * % 
== 7.» <4 3 — 
o P * 
— « 


#® + 1 4: 


8 N CING by flow degrthed 1 tb ther 
fatal maturity) it acquired before the 


reformation, it was nurtured by the 
obſervatien and experience of ages, 
and the abilities of a long ſucceſſion of 
as deep politicians as perhaps the world 
ever produced. It difcovers a thorough 


acquaintance with the frailty of the hu 


man mind: Its pompand pageantryſtrike 


the ſenſes : It manages with uncom- 
mon art and addreſs, every object that 
can touch the paſſions ; and while it 
flatters the corrupt inclinations of the 
hearts it is at the fame time covered 
with a glare of devotion and auſterity, 
and ſupported with a ſophiſtry, ex- 
tremely adapted to dazzle and willen 


underſtanding. wk 


Time before "AIG appeared; it * 


extended itſelt overthe whole face of the 


chriſtian world: It had grown venerable 


by age: It had acquired aſtoniſhing 


ſtrength by it's long prepoſſeſſion of 


the minds of men: It had broken and 
almoſt extinguiſhed, what it had moft 


to dread,” a liberal ſpirit of i inquiry : 
To conceal it's wn” oppoſition to che 


* 


171 


edel upon Which! it profeſſed to „ 
itſelf, it had artfully withdrawn the 


ſacred ſeriptures from common view: 


It had cloſely inter woven itſelf with 


the conſtitution ofſtates and kingdoms; 


and under a pretence of aiding, had 


ſtrangely gained an aſcendaney over 


the civil power, for which it ſoon 
While 
therefore we may Juſtly wonder = 
that ſo much of it remains in this 8 


pleaded a divine authority. 


enlightened age, we are at the ſame 


time obliged to acknowledge and adore 


a particular interpoſition of divine 
providence, in the reſcue of ſo many 
countries, from a ſpecies of falſe rel'gi- 


on, remarkable for the deep poſſeſ- 


ſion it takes of the minds of thoſe who 
have once been devoted to 1 4 


bporkxr, like other. oppreſſive pow- 


ers, grew too confident of it's own 
ſtrength, and preſumed too much up- 
on the ignorance. and ſubmiſſive tem- 
per of thoſe whom it had ſubjected, 


| Having long Ty practiſed, with amazing 


ſucceſs, upon the credulity and weak- 


neſs of mankind, it at length puſhed 
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the pier tov far. e " 
thiit ſpirit of diſſimulation and fubrilty 
by which it had been generallyguid- 
ed, it neglected to varniſh it's avarice; 
and venal diſpenſations for licentioul: 
neſs, with the colour of prudence and 
ſobriety. The ſale of indulgeneies at 
the beginning of the ſixteenth century, 
was conducted in a manner that 
ſhocked the groſſeſt underftanding, and 
_ offended the conſeiences even of thoſe 
who had implicitly reſigned them to the 
direction of the church, and had never 


entertained very "ERP lentiments of : 
Rs Sh N ? 


Tas rouſed. N grent 8 af * 
an and prepared the minds of men to 
liſten to his diſcourſes, and adopt his 
free and noble ſentiments, as they gra- 
7 * opened and enlarged themſelves, 


07 


Hanes wn for tha cauſe. of truth Wax} 
ri Achtechlheſb, the tenth Leo, though 
— of the reputation of the church 
for ſanctity. and morals, was a friend 
and patron of the arts and ſciences. Pro- 

i winks me * by . * were 


1 


8 ized by. the. reformers, and 
employed by them with happy ſucceſs 
in effecting one of the moſt important. 
and glorious revolutions the chriſtian. 
church ever ſaw. "The. human mind, 
awakened from it's lethargy, and en- 
gaged 1 in the purſuit of religious truth, 


felt an unuſual pleaſure in the free ex- 


ertion of it's own faculties; and puſhed 
ir's inquiries from one ſubject to ano- 


ther with great eagerneſs and advan- 


tage. . The ſcriptures being laid open, 
and the explanation of them greatly 
aided by the revival of the Greek and 
Roman learning, it ſoon appeared how 


contrary the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of 
Popery were, to thoſe delivered by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles ; and how exactly the 
church of Rome, that had ſo long been. 


revered as the pillar and ground of truth, 
reſembled that apoſtate and idola- 


trous; that ſubtil and fraudful, that 


tyrannical and perſecuting power, pre- 


dicted in our text, and in other Paffages 


of the new teſtament. 


With this reſemblance, the reformers 
and their followers were greatly ſtruck; 


[Page 8.1aſt Line for © poſured” read fal- 
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and finding the event ſo plainly correſs 


ponding to the prophely, nor only their 


faith was hereby confirmed in the ſacred 
writings,as arevelation from him wvho a+ 
lone declareth theendfrom the beginning andfrom 


ancient times the things that are not yet done; but 


their confidence in the truth and good- 
nets of their cauſe was ſtrengthened, and 


their honeſt zeal and ambition enliven- 


ed, to ſeparate themſelves from a religi- 
ous community that had fo groſsly 
departed from che doctrincand precepts 


of Feſus ; to oppoſe i it's corruptions with 


the armor of light ; and to be honoured 


as BO Da org tte iri the hand of divine 


providence, ofdelivering mankind front 
a ſyſtem of falſe religion, which the pro- 
phetic ſpirit irlelk had: deſcribed and 


exccrated as à child of per arrion. £ 


Upon this want they boldly as 
ſtood the exorbitant and 1 eee de- 


mands of the chair of St. Peter, which 
had long been regarded as the center 
of unity, and infallible in it's dictates : 
Upon this ground they ſupported them 


ſelves againſt the charge of ſciſm, a charge 


which in that day carried a dreadful 
ound to the cars of men, and which the 


\ 
K. 


k U 4 


papalꝭ power had imployed every arti- 
tice, every ſpecies of perſecution an = 
cruelty, to render formidable, a _ 
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Tur argument was indeed popular, it 
and had great effect: The ſound of anti- 
chriſt, and the Man of Sin, muſt have heigh- | 
thened an abhorrence of the Bifhop of 
Rome. But the reformers did not inventit; 
they found it prepared for them by the 
ſpirit of truth; and they urged 1 it witha 
manly boldneſs. and energy, for which 
they will long be honouredin the church 
of God. T hat it was not the extrava- 
gance of enthuſiaſm, not the artifice of 
a party heated by controverſy. and ex- 
aſperated by injuries, to ſupport it's. 
own cauſe, but the reſult of a ſober, tho" 
free inquiry into the ſacred writings, has 
been confirmed by the judgment of the 
moſt learned and temperate expoſitors 
from that day to the preſent ; and muſt 
be evident to every one who impartial- _ 
conſiders what theſe writings have de- 
livered to us upon this point, and par- 
ticularly the paſſage of St. Paul, which. 
J have now read. A ſubiect that very: 
Properly comes un dere our preſent con 
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gavtarion, as it has been particularly 
pointed out by the honourable founder 
of this Lecture ; who, in an inſfitution 
that will tranſmit his name to, poſterity 
as a warm and generous friend to pro- 
8 teſtant piety, and the rights of conſci- 
ence, has expreſſed his will, that the bu- 
ſineſs of the third diſcourſe upon this 
occaſion ſhould be < for the detecting 
and expoſing the idolatry of the Ro- 

miſh church; their tyranny, uſurpa- 
tion, fatal errors, abominable ſuper- 
ſtitions, and other crying wicked- 
neſſes in their high places - and fin- 
; ally, to prove that the church of Rome 
is that myſtical Babylon, that MAN OF, 
$1, that apoſtate church, ſpoken of 
; "FE in the New-Teftament., 


No one will aſſert that propheſy, 0 -or. 
A prediction of things to come, which 
depend upon what are to us contingen- 
cies, is impoſſible. To man indeed, fu- 
turity is veiled, or at beſt, the object of 
uncertain conjecture ; but to the eye 
of God all things are naked and open. He 
may then, in what manner, and to what 
degree he Pleales, foretell future events. 


E ins f 


Nor is there in reaſon, any preſum 1 
tion againſt his doing this, upon ſpeci- 
al occaſions, and for ſome important 
purpoſe. And when he does it, in a 
manner plainly beyond all human fore- 
fight, and in a great compaſs and va- 
riety of connected inſtances, ſuch a 
ſcheme of propheſy, accompliſhed, 

authenticates itſelf, and carries in the 

very face of it, the moſt genuine and 


convincing mark of it's divine origi- 


nal and authority. 


Bx it allowed, that a bold conjecture 
may be fortunate, and the event ſome- 
times ſurprizingly anſwer to what was 
foretold at random, or upon the prin- 
ciples of human probability, or ſome 


retended occult art. Ee the. 


predidtivn of Vertius Valens, the augur, 
* reſpecking the een of the Roman 


A Dug the twelve W chat appeared to 


Romulus, Valens foretold that the ſovereignty of 


: Rome would laſt twelve hundred years. 

Dr. Hurd cites another prediction, reſpecting, 
wha hecalls2 /:// more important ſubject, in which. 
every American is particularly intereſted. ** A 


% Poet, ſays he, in the idea of paganiſm, was 
« a Prophet too. And Seneca hath left us in 
Proof of of the In{piration to which, in his dou- 
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empire, be cited as an example. Should we: 
grant that this was as remarkable in it's 
acompliſhment as it is ſaid to have been, 
and that more of the like kind might be 
produced ; yet, what ſober man can ſup- 
poſe, that a few ſuch unconnected in- 
ſtances, reſpecting {eparate and unrelat- 


ed events, in diſtant ages, can vie with 


& ble capacity be might pretend, the xe following 


« Oracle. Wl 


. 


Vonlea: annis _ (LL 56d 
Secula Ter, quibus Occanus 
Vincula Rerum laxet, et ingens 
. Pateat Tellus, Typhiſque novgs 
| Detegat Orbes ; nec fit Terris © 
lima Thule. 


G&. This prediction was made i in the reign of- 


Vero; and for more than fourteen hundred 


years,might onlypaſsfor one of thoſe ſallies of 
imagination, in which poet yſo muchdelights. 


But when at length, in the cloſe of the fif- 
tcenth century, the diſcoveries of Columbus 


had realized this viſion ; when that enter- 
prizing navigator had forced the barriers of 
the vaſt atlantic ocean ; had looſened what 
the Poet calls the chain if things; and in 


theſe later ages, as was expreſsly fignified, had 


ſet at liberty an immenſe continent, ſhut up 
be fore in ſurrounding ſeas from the commerce 
and acquaintance of our world : When this 
event I ſay, ſo important and ſo unexpected 5 
came to paſs, it might almoſt ſurpriſe one into 


a belief, that the prediction was ſomething 


more than a poetical fancy ; and that Hea-. 


„ 
8 
. * 4 


1 


or diminiſh the credit and authority of 
the {cripture ſyſtem of propheſy ! A 


ſyſtem vaſtly extenſive, and confiſting 
of a great variety of parts, all cloſely 


combined? in tendency and deſign; ſur- 


prizingly various, and yet minutely 


particularin tLe events it foretells, which 


do all gravitate, ſo to ſpeak, to one 
common centre: A prophetic ſyſtem, 
that has been gradually accompliſhing 


from the infancy of the world; that is 


* ven had indeed revealed to one favoured 


** Spantard, what it had decreed, in due time, to 


« accompliſh by another.” 
The Dr. adds, © Theſe two inſtances of ca- 


& ſual conjecture, converted by time and acci- 


«© dent into propheſies, I take for granted, are 
as remarkabie as any other that can be al- 
te ledged.” Hurd's Sermon at the Lecture of the 
Biſhop of Glouceſter. p. 101. ) 

The laſt is quoted by Dr. Samuel Mather, in his 


Attempt to ſhew that America mult be known to the An- 
cients. His remark upon it is; We need not 


be ſo unreaſonably credulous as to believe, 
© that when Seneca wrote in this manner, he 


*© was infpired with the ſpirit of propheſy ; no; 
for nothing of this fort appears. It is much. 
© more likely that either from ſome faint ap- 
6 prehenſion of the ſtructure of the terraque- 


us globe, or from ſome traditional accounts 

of the greatneſs of the earth, and of another 
world beſides their old one; he might write 
«© after this ſeemingly pr Pherie manner. 
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fulfilling more and more every day, and 
increaſing the eyidence of it's own di- 
vine original, and will do 0 till zhe 


myſtery e God ſpall be frniſhed, . 


Ir has been inſ nuated; not bh 
. proof, but in direct oppoſition 
to the teſtimony of all hiſtory, that 
ſome ſeripture predictions were 
framed after the events had happened, 
and are only hiſtories, antedated and 


tranſmuted by pious fraud into the 
ſhape of propheſies. But this cannot 
be pretendedin the inſtance we are now 
_ conſidering: For as the ancient pre- 


dictions reſpecting Jeſus Chriſt were 
in the hands of the Fe j his greateſt ene- 


mies, who preſerved with religious care 


and veneration; what has long ſince 


become the monument ot their own 
| blindneſs; and obſtinate infidelity ; ſo 
the propheſies of the new-teſtament; 
concerning the apoſtacy of the church 


of Rome; have been for many ages in 


the cuſtody of that church (a very 
ſtrict cuſtody indeed); and with all 


their policy, ſo infatuated have they > 


been, as that with theſe predictions in 


[ 17 5 


fen hands, the divine authority of 
which they zealouſſy maintain, they 
have) yet been gradually fulfilling them, 
and proving their own eccleſiaſtical poli- 


ty, to be that very myſtery of iniquity there 
deſcribed, and devoted to deſtruction. 


Lr it be further obierved, that 
though. we eſteem the argument from 
propheſy, to be ſolid and convincing, 
and a good additional one, againſt the 
church of Rome yet it is only one, 
among many; "ae not ſo eſſential te the 
Proteſtant cauſe, as that upon ſuppoſi- 
tion it ſhould fail, and be given up, that 
cauſe muſt fall with it: The main 
arguments againſt the corruptions of 
| Popery, ariſe from their own intrin- 
fic abſurdity, and direct oppoſition to 
the firſt notices of the human mind in a 
religious inquiry ; from the wapro- 
phetie and: Aida clic part of holy writ; 
from the plain doctrines and precepts 


; of Jeſus. Chriſt ; and from the genius 


andſpirit with which the whole goſpel is 
animated and diſtinguiſhed. Not only 
doth ſeripture condemn, but reaſon 


Inn 


and common ſenſe reclaim, anal the 
diſtinguiſhing tenetsand practiſes of the 


church of Rome; and againſt that ar- 
rogant and lordly; that intglerant and 
eruel, that deluſtos and worldly ſpirit; 
that guides her decifions, diretts her 
conduct, and breaths through the whole 
Pompous exterior of hee religious of- 


fices and rites: $0 that we have 


enough. to ſatisfy us, without reeur- 


ring to prophecy, that Popery is in the 
true and proper ſenſe, antichr _ 


PÞ 7 when we bihol dwith winder this 
Geffen of falſhood and iniquity; and 


chat divine providence ſhauld permit 

it to lift it's head ſo high, and to obtain 

to wide and laſting an eſtabliſhment, 

in the viſible kingdom of God; does 

it not relieve our minds, and ſupport 
dur conſtancy. to the truth; ta cunſider, 
That all this was not unforeſeen. by the 

true head of the chureh; that it was per- 


mitted by him for wiſe and holy pur- 


poſes; that it was foretold, and the 
church early warned of it by the ſpirit . 


of truth; and that the ſame ſpirit hath 
aſſured us, this grand deluſion ſhall in 


due time paſs away, and like the baſes | 


4 


V. 


1 0 


te fabric of a en. leave not a 
wreck behind. bo A 


' I am aware | indeed, that in the cata- 
logue of learned authors, who conſider. 


the papal power as antichriſt, ® and pic- 
tured by St. Paul in our text, ſome diſ- 


tinguiſhed Pproteſtant names are not tobe 
found. A particular account oftheground 
ofthisdiſſent, onthe one ſide, and what has 


been offered on the other, by the much 
larger number of equally great and 


_unbiaſſed men, cannot be expected in 


2 ſingle diſcourſe. & 5 


Go lus, ſuppoſes this pocket to 
refer to the time preceeding the de- 


ſtruction of the temple at Jeruſalem, 


and that the Man of Sin, was the Roman 


Emperor Caligula : And not being able 


to make out the reſemblance, between 


this Emperor and the ſubſequent part 


of the deſcription, heisobliged tointro- 
_ duce Simon Magus, as that wicked one 


5 h was to come with tb ſig * and Hing 


a » Among thoſe what's arc in WER of this opi- 


nion, we find a Newton and a Clarke. 


'+ See, Mede, Poole, Wok Bente, nüt 
| Newton, Hurd, S. r 
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wonders. But Grotiu, whoſe parts and = 
1 5 g are every where confeſſed, 
| carried, his candor to an excels. He 

Was dgeply engaged! in a plan, which 
almoſt every one but himſelf conſider- 
ed as vain and impracticable, for accom- 
madating the difference between the 
Proteſtant and Popiſh communion : His 
hopes, however upon this point, were 
for a good reaſon, flattered by ſome of 
| the moſt reſpectable perſonages on the 
= papal fide, This might give a biaſs 
| 


. — oi > ett 2 Rr — 6 
%. 
* 


even to the ming of l great a man; 
and knowing that nothing was more 
offenſive to the Pope and his adherents, 
than the application of the propheſies | 
concerning antichriſt, and the Man of Sin 
to the papal chair, he might be led to 
employ his abilities to find out another 
meaning. However this may be, it 
ſhews the ſoundnels of the common 
interpretation of this paſſage, that even 
ſuch abilities could oppoſe it with no 
greater advantage. For it is confeſſed 
on all hands, that Grotius never fell ſo 
much below himſelf as upon this ar- 
gument. The Romaniſts themſeives 
have tacitly agknowleged this, of fwhom 
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it has been obſerved, that while they 
have been fond of his name in this diſ- 
pute, they have never boaſted of the 
ſtrength or ſucceſs of his arguments. 


In the opinion of the beſt chronolo- 
gifts, the accompliſhment he contends 
for, was prior to the propheſy ; for 


Caligula died before 8 Paul wrote * 
epiſtle. EY 


Ds. Hammond, ſuppaſes Simon Magus | 


and the Gnoſtics to be here deſcribed. 


Among the learned refuters of this Sp" 


poſition, Grotius himſelf is one; and 


Le' Clerc, another; : whoſe opinion is, that 
the apoſtacy predicted; in this paſſage of 
St. Paul, was the revolt of the Fews from 


ö and\that Simon the ſon of 
d the Tevolt, in con- 


the e 
Gioras, Sho head 


junction with, hi rebellious followers, - 


was the Man of Sin. 


Tu E defenders of «i Biſhop * Row; | 


are divided in their opinion upon this 
ſubject. 
gan, or particular Emperors. Some 
plainly diſcern the grand impgſtor Ma- 


bomet in this prophetic pallage, and aſ. 


Some interpret it of Rome Pa- 
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fert ie reſets to Rim Aue of Which 


opinion there are Writers, not of their 
own communion. Others; return the 


weapons of the Proteſtants upon them- 
ſelves, and affirm" with much reſent- 


mentand confidence, though littleplau- 


ſibility, and leſs truth, that the northern 


hereſy, as they call the reformation, is 


the apoſtacy foretold by St, Paul; and 
the chief promoters of it, the Man of 


Sin. * But the greater part of the Ro- 


with writers, ſenſible of the weakneſs 
and inconſiſtency of other interpreta- 
tions in favour of their cauſe, do frank- 
| by acknowledge that antichriſt is here 
deſeribed, the grand oppoler of Chriſt 
and his religion. But antichriſt ſay 
they, is a ſingle perſon, not a combi- 


nation or ſucceſſion of perſons ; his 
continuance upon earth will be very 


hort: Adopting upon this oecaſion 
the Prophetic period, a lime, and times, 
and half a time, and taking it, literally, 
they limit the duration of antichriſt to 
three years and : an half. He will be re- 
e s 


7 1 1 Met time befor 2 ibe. : 


* + Bibo N Newton, De, Benſon. | 


EN } 
b of our Lord at the laſt day 


when the church will feel the ſad effects 
of his ſubtilty and power; but, in their 


opinion, he has never yet made his * 
9 in the world. 


"his deſerves particular attention. 


It is an important con feſſion from an 
adverſary ; not from a ſingle writer up- 

on this ſubject, but the beſt Popiſh Doc- 
tors: Calmet himſelf, in his Diſſertation 
upon antichriſt, authoriſes us to aſſert 


this. They own then, that antichriſt 


and the Ma of Sin, are one and the ſame; 
they own that nothing has yet appeared 


in the world to fulfil the propheſies con- 


derning this iniquitous power. Is not 
this to confeſs, that all the expoſitors 


we have now mentioned, and others 


who haye endeavoured to prove, that 
Simon Magus, the. Guoſtics, the revolting 
Jews, the Roman Emperors, or Mahomet, 
were ſolely intended by theſe predicti- 
ons, are quite miſtaken, ſineę antichriſt 
has never yet been ſeen? Strange indeed, 
that ſo remarkable a power as the myſ- 


tery of iniquity is repreſented tp be, in 


the facred writings, and which che 
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Apobtle expreſsly tells us began to a 
in his own day, ſhould not in the courſe 
of ſeventeen hundred years, have grown 
to ſuch a ſize as to be viſible ſomewhere! bs 
Let ſo it is, according to the beſt inter- 

preters on the papal ſide ; and if anti- 
chriſt is not to be found in the chair of 
St. Peter, he is no where to be found; 
but like the imaginary Meſſiah of the 
modern Fews, Is ſtall to come. 1 


How then, you may perhaps foy, 
mall we diſtinguiſh truth from error 
upon ſuch a ſubject, and amidſt ſo 
many various and contradictory opini- 
, ons of thoſe. who have employed much 
time, and no ſmall abilities, in theſe 
reſearches? But let us not be diſcourag- 
ed: Difficulties excite attention, and 
eall forth the exertion of the human 
mind; and attention to ſo noble a ſub- 
1 ject as Me! ſacred writings will ever be 
well repaid. There is a portion of ob- 
ſeurity intermingled with the light of 
ſcripture propheſies, before their accom- 
pliſhment, and even atter this is conſi- 
derably advanced. We ourſelves. are 
1 able to alſign ſome good reaſon for this; 


1 25 1 


and there may be more, with which we 
are not acquainted. Even the doc- 


trinal part of ſcripture is not in all it's 


branches, ſo plain, but that wiſe and 
good men have differed in their expla- 
nations of it ; and can we wonder that 


this ſhould take place with reſpect to 


the prophetic ! If we do not drop our 


attention to the former upon this ac- 


count, why ſhould we to the latter. Are 


not the deciſions of mere reaſon, in 
different perſons, various and often op- 
Polite upon the fame ſubject ?. Muſt we 


therefore turn {ceptics ? Time matures 


our obſeryations and reaſonings upon 
common ſubjects, and gives us an in- 
creaſe of natural knowledge : Time re- 
wards our religious. inquiries with a 
knowledge more important: Time il 


luſtrates what was dark, and explains 


What was myſterious in the prophe- 
cies of holy writ. The ſucceſſive la- 
bours of the learned and inquiſitive, up- 


on this, as upon all other ſubjects, how- 


ever they may differ in their proceſs, 


and concluſions, have jointly contribut- 


= ed to peat the human underſtand- 
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r Dk. Whitby,” whom I have not" yet 
mentioned, ſo far agrees with Le' Clerc, 
as to ſuppoſe this apoſtacy, or falling 
away, to intend the rebellion of the 
Jeu againſt the Roman government ; 
but then he includes in it alſo, the 
apoſtacy of many Jewiſhi converts, from 
the chriſtian faith; and the Man of Sin, 
according to his explanation, } is the 
body of the Jewiſh nation, the man of 
diſobedience, © who will not ſubmit to law 
and government. He allows, however, 
this and other characters here given, 
to refer in part to the papal apoſtacy 


and uſurpation. I grant, ſays he, 


it may in a ſecondary ſenſe, be attri- 
buted to the papal antichriſt or Man of 
Sin, and may be ſignally fulfiled in him, 
he being the ſucceſſor to the apoſtate 
Jewiſh church, to whom theſe char acters 
agree as well as to Her.“ 


"Th 18 loads me to o blerve, that there 


1s doubtleſs, a double ſenſe in many 


ſcripture prophecies. By this double 


ſenſe, I do not mean a ſtudied and de- 
ceitful uncertainty in the expreſſion; 
on purpole to lecure the credit of the 


1 
becken on which ſide ſoever the 
event may fall. 


Or this kind was the anſwer of the 
oracle at Delphos to Creſus: To Pyrrbus 


it was the lame: So compleat was the. 


ambiguity, ws one would heſitate in, 
ick was the molt natu- 


determining 
ral conſtruction of the words, whether. 


the Romans ſhould vanquiſh him, or he. be 


ſhould war the Romans, 


Such was, the baſe duplicity of the 
ancient Pagan oracles, which ſome, even 
of their own writers have not. failed to 
complain of, and expoſe. But not an 


inſtance of this kind is to be found in 
the prophecies of ſcripture. They do 


not indeed ſpeak of ſingle and unrelat- 
ed events; they are a "regular lyſtem, | 


_ whoſe parts relate to one another, and 


to one grand object; and when they 
predict an event, they often do it in lan- 
guage that plainly riſes above it, and 
looks further, and is afterwards found 
to be more ful'y accompliſhed in a ſub. 
ſequent one, ſimilar indeed to the firſt, 
but perhaps much , more important. 
This is what I intend "by: a double 
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ſonfe More events than one may cor- 


reſpond to, and be intended by, the 
ſame prediction; events that have ſome 
p general 1 reſemblance to cach other, and 


refer to one grand deſign, though they 


may differ in ſome circumſtances, and 
happen in diſtant ages. & 


TIEIsõ is undoubtodly true of the pr Or 


phecies of holy writ ; ah ſo far is it from 
diminiſhing, that it rather increaſes 


their luſtre and authority. They ap- 
pear more plainly from this circum- 


ſtance to be a plan of prophecy not to 


be counterfeited ; and to proceed from 
that divi ine forefiphe: to which all events 


in all ages, are at once open. This was 


the opinion of Lord Bacon. In ſort- 


ing the propheſies of ſcripture with 


their events, we muſt allow for that 


latitude which is agreeable and familiar 
to divine prophecies, being of the na- 
ture of their author, with whom a ho. 


ſand years are but ar one day + And there- 
fore they are nov fulfilled punctually = 
once, but have ſpringing and germi- 


nant accompliſhment throughout ma- 
ny ages, though the height or fullneſs 


1 1 


of them may refer to ſome ons age.“ 
Thus PITS, that great man. 


Türk is a general analogy that 
runs through the whole providence 
and moral government. of God. One 
thing is often by it's very nature the 


figure and type of another. The diſ- 


penſation of Moſes was a ruder draught 


of that which the goſpel has eſtabliſh- 
ed; and the ſtate of the Jewiſh, pre- 


luded in many circumſtances that of 
the Chriſtian church. And though the 


ancient prophecies might be partly ful- 


filled in that age, yet we cannot doubt 


that they looked further, and have 
been more fully accompliſhed under 
the goſpel. In like manner, there 
is an analogy between the firſt and ſuc- 
ceeding ages of the chriſtian church ; 


and though the predictions of our Savi- 
our and his apoſtles might have a firſt . 
reſpect to events, in their own day, or 


not very diſtant from it, yet we have 
the beſt reaſon to conclude, that in 


many parts of them, they regard- 
ed diſtant ages, and will not haue 


their full and abſolute completion till 
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the time of the reſtitution of all Things. 


por this principle, may we not in ſome 


meaſure, reconcile the opinions of the 
learned Proteſtant authors before men- 


tioned, and even ſome of the Romiſh, 
with the truth of ſcripture prophecy, 
and at the ſame time maintain the con- 
cluſion of by far the greater part of our. 
own writers, that the papal. antichriſt 1s. 


ultimately intended by the Man of Sin, 


and that no other power fully anſwers. 
to all the characters in. this Pr ophetic. 
Rn end + | 


Taz 8 John expreſoly tells us, 


chat there are many antichriſts., Theſe, 
are of different forms and ſizes, and 
may appear in different ages, though 
all agreeing in their oppoſition to Jeſus, 
Chriſt and his kingdom. A number 
of them then may be ſo conſiderable, 
as to be the ſubject of ſcripture pro- 
phecy, and pointed out before hand by 
the ſpirit of truth in this and other 
predictions, for the warning and 
ſupport of the faithful in different. | 
periods, though there may be one prin- 


eipal antichriſt, chiefly and ultimate- 


1 3˙ 1 


3 intended by theſe predictlons, in 


which they do all evidently center and 
unite. 


WT may grad then, that the Man of 
Sin, he that oppoſeth himſelf, and was 


in due time to be conſumed and de- 


ſtroyed, does not excluſively intend the 
papal power, but alſo other enemies 
to chriſtianity, * in or near to the 
apoſtles time ; and ſome that are co- 


temporary with this power. Allof theſe 


are certainly not too ſmall and incon- 


* « There is, ſays a late learned and judici- 


dus writer, a complex kind of prophecy, v2. 
when future perſons and things in their natural 
characters and actions, are made emblems of 
perſons and things more remote than themſelves, 
and are predicted with this very vie w, that they 
may repr eſent them. In this certainly there is 
nothing 1 incongruous. Known unto God are all 
the actions of men from the beginning. Every 
event that comes to paſs is the effect of his pro- 
vidence. From the characters and actions there- 


fore of perſons, who he knew would come upon 


the ſtage, he might eaſily chooſe thoſe which. 
in their nature and circumſtances, were beſt 
a upted to be emblematical repreſentations of 


the future perſons and events to be introduced 
in more diſtant periods: And having fixed upon 


ſuch as he ſaw to be proper for that end, it was 
every way agreeable to his wiſdom to foretell 


them, in order that he might raiſe and keepup ; 


among mankind, an expectation of the more 
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| Gderable to be noticed in the pre- 
dictions of holy writ, and ranked 


among the grand oppoſers of the gof- 

pel. Nor would our conceſſion in- 
jure the unity of deſign in theſe pre- 
dictions; - or weaken the evidence, that 


in our text, the Romiſh antichrilt 18 
chiefly intended, ogg 


Tex: Jewiſh nation as a body were 


Advwertartbet to Chriſt, and perſecutors 


of his followers : Thoſe of them that 


apoſtatized from the chriſtian faith wert 


diſtant greater events. Indeed this method of 


prophecy is ſo far from being abſurd, that no- 
thingeanbe conceived better adapted to difplay 


the perfections of God. For it gives us the grand- 


eſt, moſt magnificent, and molt affecting idea 
of the power and fore- knowlege of God, and 
of the extent of his providence, whereby the 


world is governed.” 


«£« Ofthiskindof prophecy we have an example 


2 Sam. vii. 12. In it's firſt meaning, this pro- 
_Þhely evidently refers to Solomon. Neverthe- 
leſs,, that it had a ſecond meaning, refering 


to more diſtant perſons, is equally plain. The 


different paſſages of the prophecy mult be - 


plied, in their "higheſt ſenſes, to the different 
perſons ſpoken of, according to the peculiar 
nature of each. Some, of Solomon, and his or- 
dinary deſcendents: Others, of the Me ſſiah on- 
1y ; and of Solomon, as his type.” 


MACEnIGuT': 5 Truth of Goſpel Hiſtory. P. 186, 
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Perhaps as fierce in this oppoſition as 


any: Their Sanhedrim and High Prieſt, 


who fat in the temple of God, were the ler 


ders in this perſecution : They were 
for exalting themſelves above the Ro- 
man Emperors, called Gods in the ſenſe 
that civil rulers are ſo called in the ſa- 
cred writings. But the power and 
| polity of this nation was ſoon after, ac- 
cording to ſcripture predictions, ſig- 


nally broken, by the coming of the. 


Lord Jeſus, to execute his judgments 
upon them. 


 $1Men Macus was a Man of Sin ; be | 

came with ſigns and lying wonders ; but with 
otherſeducers, and oppoſers ofthegoſpel, 
who accompanied, or ſoon followed him, 


he has long ſince paſſed away. 


THE Pagan Eimperors employedtheir 


power to deſtroy the religion of Jeſus 


in it's infancy, and ſeverely. oppreſſ- | 
ed and perſecuted his followers: But 


the goſpel, as had been foretold, pre- 


vailed ; and at length the Empire, 


with Conſtantine at it's head, aſſumed the 


profeſſion of chriſtianity, This was 


14 ? 


one remarkable coming of the ſon of 
man, though clouded by the internal 
torruptions hn the church. 


"Manonzr, Was a Man of Sin, a falſe 
5 aoplut;; ; who came with deceiveable- 
αον of unrighteouſueſ and induced many 
to believe a lie; a great and ſucceſsful 
-oppoler of the golpel by the ſword. 
His ſeat, the Turkiſh Empire, has for a 
long time, according to ſcripture pre- 
dictons, been upon the decline. It 
was once the terror of all Europe; it can 
now ſcarcely ſupport itſelf againſt the 
attack of a ge Chriſtian power. 


How far we may allow this pr aphe- 
tic deſcription of St. Paul to refer to 
theſe perſons, and events, I leave, after 
what has been ſaid, to the deciſion of 
others: My principal deſign being to 
ſhew, that none of them do fully anſ- 
wer and abſolve this prophecy ; while 
in the Papal antichriſt, all the charac- 
ters ſurprizingly center and unite, 


Tarxzsr characters are, W 
8 Man of Sin who fitteth in the temple of God; 
or in the church ; who at the fame time 
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appoſeth Momſelf to Chriſtand his kin gdom N 
who exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
Goa, all civil rulers ; who ſheweth himſelf 

that he is God, impiouſly aſſuming the 
power and authority of the almighty : 
Who comes after the working of Satan ; 


with cruelty, ſubtilty, and unrighteous 
deceivings; with lying wonders and falſe 
miracles. The time alto of his appear- 


ance, though not particularly aſcer- 


tained, is in general pointed out oF 
feveral cireumſtances. 


Sour of theſe characters do not agree 
to the body of the Jewith nation. hey 
did not apoſtatize from chriſtianity, 
for they never aſſumed that profeſſion : 
Thoſe who fell away from the goſpel, 


bad no leader, and were abſorbed in 


the much greater part of the nation, to, 
which they returned. Simon the ſon 
of Gioras was never exalted above the 


Emperor, but became his captive. Nei- 


ther he, nor the High Prieſt, nor the 
Sanhedrim, much leſs. the body of the 
nation, ever ſat in the temple, and re- 
ceived homage as God; for the Jews: 
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viees, had the greateſt abhorrence of 


idolatry, and could not endure any ap- 


proaches to it. "Theſe 1mportant eir- 
cumſtances evidence, that the Jewiſh 


nation does not afford a compleat tul- 
filment of this propheſy. 1 


NEI TRIER do Simon Magus, and che 
Gnoſtics, as Dr. Whitby has largely and 


fully proved. The Apoſtle declares, 


in the beginning of this chapter, that 
the day of Chriſt was not at hand : But 


if by this day be principally meant, the 
day in which he was to come for the 


deſtruction of Simon Magus, as Dr. Ham- 
mond's hypotheſis ſuppoſes, it was, con- 


trary to the declaration of the Apoſtle, 


near at hand; for Simon periſned with- 
in four years after the writing of this 
epiſtle ; and fixteen years before the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. He never ſat, 


ſhewing himſelf as God, either in the Jew- 


iſh temple, or the Chriſtian church. 
Nor did the ſect of the Gnoſtics fall with 
this their ſuppoſed leader ; nor indeed 


with the Few), at the ruin of their tem- 


ple and City; for it Dre 28 a 


; ter both theſe events. 
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THE Roman Emperors, though inimi- 
eal to Jeſus and his religion, do not 
fully anſwer to this deſcription. of the 


Man of Sin. They never apoſtatized 


either from the Jewiſh or Chriſtian 


faith: They were revealed before the 


writing of this epiſtle : Their power 
and authority, and their enmity to the 


goſpel, was open and known to all the 


world; whereas the Apoſtle informs 


us, that the Man of Sin, though he 41 
ready began to work, yet did not appear, 


but was to be revealed in ſome future 
time. They did not pretend to the 
power of working miracles ; nor was 


their chair or ſeat in the temple of God. 


M AHOMET WASNO e for he ne- 


ver profeſſed either the religion of Moſes, 


or of Feſus, He never fat in the temple of 


: God; for though he changed many Chriſ- 


tian churches into Moſques ; yet cer- 


tainly theſe edifices, filled with Maho- 
metan zealots, could not be called af- 


ter ſuch a change, in the ſenſe of the 
| Apoſtle, the temple or” the church 
of God: Nor did this deceiver ever 
pretend to eſtabliſh his authority ,by 
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miracles. This is acknowledged, as. 
Dr. Prideaux aſſures us, in the Alcoran 
itſelf, and by che beſt interpreters of it. 


As to the revelation of the Papal 
writers againſt the Proteſtants upon this 
Point ; in order to ſhew the juſtice of it, 
they mult firit prove that the reformed 
churches have a Man of Sin at their 
head, to whoſe ſupremacy they pay an 
unlimited {umiſſlion ; that he ſitteth in 
ſome capital temple as Cod; and that 
his cauſe has been promoted by pre- 
tended miracles: And finally, to prove 
the reformation an apoſtacy, they muſt 
_ overthrow all the arguments brought 
by the reformed againſt the diſtinguiſli- 
ing dogmas and -rites of their Own. 
church; and evidence, that theſe are 
ſupported by the authority of the new- 
teſtament. But this would be a much 
greater miracle, than with all their 
_ pretenſ1ons, they have ever vet been 
able to perform. 


HaAvING thus ſhewn, that none of 
theſe perſons and events do fully anſwer 
to this prophecy ; though in ſeveral of 
them there is ſome * and — - 


1 
reſemblance of it; if now we can prove | 4 
that all it's characters are to be found i 
the Papal power, it muſt ſatisfy us, that 
this power was ultimately, and prin- 
eipally intended by, it. 
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Ix the firſt place, let it be obſerved ; 
that the Apoſtle's deſign in the begin- 4 
ing of this epiſtle, is to ſhew, that the 9 
Chriſt, by which he plainly means, as has 
beenabundantlyprovedbyexpoſitors, the 


final judgment, warnot at hand, and ſhould — 
az come, except therecomea falling away firſt = A 


and that Man of Sin be revealed. By which 1 
he ſtrongly intimates, that the apof- 8 | 
tacy he principally meant ſhould be ex- 
tendedto a diſtant time, and far beyond i 
the deſtruction of Jeruſulem. Ns, — 


Tuts e is evidently a religi- . il 
dus one; not a falling away from go- 1 
vernment, but from the purity of faith 


and worſhip : It was to be effected by 
ſtrong deluſions, and the decefveableneſs 
of unrighteouſneſs ; through which thole 
who had not the love of the truth, ſhould 
be induced to believe a lie that they might 
be damned ; having had pleaſure in unrigh- 
zeouſneſs, and been fond of the deception. 
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TAE principal character in it; the 
Wenn to whom the prophecy chiefly 
refers; is the Man of Sin A ſtrong ex- 
preſſion, indicating not only one who is 
very wicked himſelf, but eminently indu- 
ces otherstoact wickedly. By this Man, in 
the ſingular number, the abſolute monar- 
chy in the church of Rome is well deſcrib- 
ed; though we do not ſuppoſe any par- 
ticatar Pope is intended, but the Biſhops 
of Rome in fucceſſion. It gives us a 
general character of that order of men, 
and of thofe who have had the prin- 
eipal ſhare in their eccleſiaſtical admi- 
niſtration; the chief promoters and 
defenders of the Romiſh be! os 


Trat this application, ſevere as it 


may ſeem to be, is not unjuſt, all hiſtory 
| atteſts. No man can read Platina's lives 
of the Popes, and Bowers larger and 
more modern hiſtory, without being 
ſhocked at the impieties, the perfidy, and 
unbounded debaucheries of thoſe who 
have fat in St. Peter's chair; and with- 
out acknowledging, that theſe, if any 
upon earth, were Men of Sin. Nor can 
we take even a curfory view of the Pa- 


w- 


1 Þ 


pal ſyſtem of religion; it's direct op- 


poſition to the honour of God and the 


one mediator; it's groſs ſuperſtition and 
1dolatries ; it's tendency to debaſe and 


-enffave the human mind; the indul- 
gence it grants to vice in every form; 
and the pleas it allows for crimes, at 
which the untutored breaſt immediate- 


1y revolts ; without acknowledging, 
that the contrivers of ſuch a ſyſtem, 
with the goſpel in their hands, muſt 
have had an heart, to an uncommon 


degree inſenſible and GEpraven. 


ANOTHER character is, he oppoſeth + : 


8 He is an adverſary to Jeſus Chriſt and 


his Kingdom. This directly anſwers 


to the name antichriſt, and indicates the 
head of the Romiſh church to be the 


principal antichriſt, ſpoken of by St. 


John; which may ſignify; both one 
Who places himſelf in the room of Chriſt, 
and acts in oppoſition to him. The 
Pope calls himſelf the vicar of Chriſt; 


the only viſible head of the church; 


and blaſphemouſly arrogates to himſelf 


the infallibility and ene of our 
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aſtended Lord. Under the pretence 
of ſerving him, he ſteps into his place ; 
and there corrupts the ſimplicity, defiles 
the purity, and oppoſes the true power 
and ſpirit of his religion. This Sor of 
perdition, the very plir aſe by which our 
Lord deſcribes Judas, betrays his mat- 
ter with a kiſs, and ſells him for filver ; 
debaſing his doctrine and e for 
the gain of unrighteouſnels. 


HE poles with fierceneſd,. us well 
as ſubtilty and deceit. He maketh war 
with the Saints, and proves himſelf to 
be that cruel and oppreſſive power , 
predicted by Daniel, and afterwards in 
the revelations of St. John, which Hat) 
Horus like a Lamb, but at the fame time, 
ſbraketh like a Dragon. i 


How. mild his appearance, how gen- 
tle his language, upon ſome occaſions! 
But how dreadful his power! How e re- 
lentleſs his cruelty ! Speak ye holy 
ſouls, for you can tell! Ye martyrs, 
and confeſſors! Who, becauſe you would 
not violate your conſciences by ſubmit- 
ting to his unrighteous impoſitions, : 
and renouncing the truth as it is in un, 


| [at 


have loſt your' eſtates ; been torn from 
your tendereſt connections; have 
languiſhed in dungeons, have groan— 
ed upon the wreck, and expir ed in 
flames. Speak, ye who ſuffered in Eng- 
land in the Marian days ! Speak, ye thou- 
tands, ye many thouſands, that fell 
at once in the maſſacres of Paris and 
Ireland Speak, ye Waldenjes, and Al- 
 bigenſes, who fell in {till greater numbers, 
and more varied forms of torture. 
Your blood indeed is vocal, it crieth 
| from the ground Though art and falſe- 
* hood have been employed, to diſguiſe 
| the facts, and to ſtifte the voice; it 
pierces through all, and rings in the ears 
of men, the unparralleled eruelty of 
that myſtical woman, that mother of 
abominations, the church of Rome; drunk- 
en with the blood of the Saints, and with 
the blood of the Martyrs f Feſns, 


I vain. does ſhe attempt to conceat, 
or palliate this. part of her e 
character. The ſtain is indelible. Ta 
her we may apply the words of 3 
Prophet; though thou waſh thee with Nis 
tre, and tale thee much ſoap, yet 7 thine. 


441 
et marked before me, Jet the Lord 


(oe 


Tha can be een ee San hiſtory 


0 that. ſhe hath | ſhed ten times. more 
chriſtian blood, by her holy wars, her 
cruzades, her aſſaſſinations, and num- 


berleſs perſecutions, than all the pagan 


Emperors united. The. inhumanity 
of her court of neun is not to be 
equalled, among the moſt barbarous 


nations, nor by any other court, ever 


erected da the n. tyrant. 


| air an 1 idea does it give us of 
the deteſtable cruelty. of that” ſons of 
Rome, to be told, that an American ſa- 


vage, ready to expire under the hands 
of the Spaniards, aſked a prieſt, who 


offered to prepare him for Heaven, 


whether the Spaniards would "dwell 


there : Being aſſured they would ; then 
ſaic he, let me go to another place.“ It 


was the language c of nature: He knew 
he could not be happy with ſuch aſſo- 
ciates. Much the fame idea of chriſti- 


dae was 5 given to the pagan. Saxons. 


4 Jer. i ji, 22. 


[ 45 ] 


Charles the great, under the influence 
of the court of Rome, Monſieur St. Faux 
ſays, having conquered them, com- 

manded them to abſtain from meat in 


Lent, and to be baptized, under pain 


of death Inthis manner was the Prince 


of peace firſt revealed to them; and the 
2710 Saxons were driven to chriſtian 


aptiſm, from the terror of bein; 8 bapti- | 


zed 1 in their own blood. * 


'# c Popiſh writers aſſure us, that they are 


% now grown much more mild and moderate, 
& and have none of the ferocity and cr uelty 


« which was the temper of former times, and 
that they condemn perſecution for amerediv- 


c erſity of religiousſentiments, They may be fo, 


« and they muſt be fools who believe them. 


ee Tr is probable enough, that amongſt their 
_« Laitythereare ſeveral who diflike all fangai- 
„ nary methods of ſupporting their religion; 


but it is becauſe they do not fully under and 5 


« their own eccleſſaſtical ſyſtem, into the very 


« nature of which perſecution is ſo cloſely vo. 


ven, that nothing can ſcparate it. Upon blood 
e it was built, and by blood it muſt be ſupport- 
« ed. Toleration and liberty of | confcience 


“% would infallibly undermine and deſtroy it, 
In thispreſentcentury, and in our own times, 
e there have been cruel examples of Popiſh in- 
c toleration and perſecution; ſufficient to warn 


: us WBat we are to expect from them.” 
. Jonris's Sermons. V. 7. P. 1. 
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TRE next character of the Man of Sin, 
; he exalteth himſelf above all that is 
Called God, or that is worſhipped. Who 
does not immediately confeſs the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome in this deſcription ? He 
_ exalteth himſelf, not only above all 
paſtors, all eccleſiaſtical officers and 
dignitaries, but above all civil rulers, 
who are called Gods ; above all Kings 
and Emperors. The Emperor Fre- 
deric the firſt, held the ſtyrup of his 
horſe, and was chid for holding it on 
the wrong lide, Another Emperor, 
Henry IVth, waited three days at the 
gates of Pope Gregory VIIch, to obtain 
an audience. Frederic, fell proſtrate 
In St. Mark 's church at Venice, before 
Alexander the III, in preſence of the peo- 
ple; while the humble Biſhop, placing 
his foot upon his neck, uttered that paſ- 
ſage of the Pfalmiſt; tho. ſhalt tread upon 
the lion and the adder ; the young lion and 
the dragon ſhalt thou trample under foot. 
The Prelate of Rome has depoſed Kings 
and Emperors ; abſolved their ſubjects 

from all allegiance to them ; and au- 
thoritatively required their raking arms 
againſt them. 


L 47 1 
Taris has not only been done by 
ſome who have filled the pontifical 
chair, but is agreable to one of the 
profeſſed Principles of the Romiih 
church. It is to be ſeen in their de- 
crees, of at leaſt equal veneration and 
authority among them, with the Bible 
itſelf; “ That all Kings and Emperors 
ve ought to be ſubject to the Pope ; that 
he is placed by the Lord over nations 
« and kingdoms ; not ſome only, but 
. That whatſoever tlie Roman 
« church ordaineth, muſt be obſerved 
„ by all, without controul, and ever- 
« laſtingly ; and that it is of abſolute 
<« neceſſity to ſalvation, that every hu- 
man creature ſhould be ſubject to 
« the holy father. Accordingly, Cle- 
e ment the fifth declared, that by his 
© undoubted ſuperiority to the Em- 
peror, and by the fulneſs of power 
« Chriſt had given him in the perſon 
„ of St. Peter, he did annull all his 


N proceedings.” - 

n Apoſtle adds: So that he as God, 
| [/ rreth in the temple of God, ſhewing hima 
Vel g hat he is God. The temple of God, 
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-& gnifies in . prophetic language, che 
church of God; and as the May of Sin 
was to appear after the abrogation of 


the Jewiſh law, it is plainly intimated 
here, that he was to be found in the 
ehriſtian church; that by means of his 
rank and influence inthis church „he was 


to riſe to his exorbitant power; and 
chat it would be held and adminiſtred 
in an eccleſiaſtical form. He is then à 
profeſſed. chriſtian : "The authority he 
claims is ſpiritual ; and in the church 


| he receives the homage of a God. 


Wy AT can give us a more > exact idea 
of the ſovereign Pontiff at Rome ? When 
he is elected, "he i is ſeated on the high 


altar of St. Peter's church, the very place 
oftheidolized hoſt, whichthe Papiſts ſay 


is Chriſt himſelf: The people proſtrate 
themſelves before him, and implore his 
favour and bleſſing. They addreſs 
him, Our Lord God the Pope.” He 


extends his finger, and makes a motion 
with his hand; and their ſins are all for- 


given. Is not this like the feigned Ju- 


piter, on old Olympus ? Is not this to - if 


in fy Temple as God * 


( 49 ] 

Ar TTRWARADS he ſovereignly con- 
trols every thing in religion. He ex- 
alts himſelf above God himſelf; he 
makes void the law of God by vain tra- 
ditions and impious eſtabliſhments of his 
own. He holds back from the people the 
{criptures of God, and places in their 
room his own decrees. He forgives ſins 
upon terms directly oppoſite to thoſe 
upon which God hath declared them to 
be forgiven ; and allows vice to be juſ- 
_ tified by a caſuiſtry, of which even a 
pagan would be athamed. 


Tn x coming of the Man of Sin is ſaid. 
by the Apoſtle to be after the working of 
Satan. This I know is generally taken 
to refer to the ſigns and lying wonders, 
mentioned immediately after. But 
does it not appear natural to ſuppole, 

that zhis coming after the working of Satan, 
may intend, more generally, after the 
model of Satan, the God of this world, 
in his own kingdom; or among the 
pagans, where he had ſo great an in- 


fluence; and that it contains a ſtrong 
intimation that the corrupt religion in- 


troduced and eſtabliſhed by the Man of 


N 


Fin, ſhould bear a ſtrong reſemblance, 
to that which was formerly found in 
the kingdom of darkneſs. ? That this 
is true, no one who takes a fair and 
impartial view of both, can doubt. 80 
that however really chriſtian Rome once 
was, it has for many ages ſo far re- 
turned to an imitation of it's former 
pagan idolatries and ſuperſtitions, that 
.chriſtianity ſeems to be almoſt covered 
and buried under them. | 


In placeof the worſhip of the one God 
and Father of all, their prayers and 
vows are chiefly directed to the Virgin 

Mary, and other ſaints. The canoni- 
zation of theſe ſaints ſtrongly reſem- 
bles the apotheolis of theancient PRE 


| Tas cuſtom of line legacies to 
their Gods, which grew to ſuch exceſs, 
as to require being bounded by the 
Roman law, as we learn from Ulpian, 
has in no ſmall degree been followed 
by the church of Rome. In imitation 
of the pagan feſtivals, the Popiſh ca- 
lendar has marked at leaſt an equal 
number of chriſtian holidays. The 
writers of their betend, and lives of 


F 1 1 


the Saints, have evidently borrowed the 
ſubſtance of many marvellous tales from 
Ovid, and other pagan authors, leaving 
out at the ſame time, the beauty and 
elegance of the claſſic originals. * g 


Go into the churches of modern 
B and according to the account of 
the moſt judicious and faithful travell- 
ers, you will ſee almoſt every thing, 
after the working of Satan, and the mo- 
del of paganiſm. You will ſee many 
altars, called chriſtan, ſmoaking at once 
in the ſame church, with . 
though the primitive proſeſſors of the 
goſpel, would endure auy thing, rather 
than offer incenſe before an idol. You. 
will there lee, as In antient Rome, in- 
numerable tapers and candles, 9 
before the ſhrines and images of their 
Saints: You will fee offerings and vo- 
tive gifts of various kinds, hanging 

round their altars as in a pagan temple; 
and innumerable devotees, bowing and 
proſtrating themſelves before images of 
wood and ſtone ; and ſome of theſe 
the very images that were adored by 


* 7 4. Jorton and Middleton' Letter rom Bonus. 
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pagans, having undergone no other 
change than the ceremony of baptiſm. 
Go into their roads, and you will meet. 
with many ſuch images, like thoſe of 
the guardians of the high ways among 
the Heathen, and travellers in various 
forms paying their devotions to them. 
Enter their cities, you will find the 
ſame kind of idols, and receiving the 
{ame homage, at the corners of the 
ſtreets, in the baths, in the markets, 
and in almoſt every place of public re- 
fort. All this, which is certainly ac- 
_ cording to the model, formerly pro- 
duced by the working of Satan, in the dark- 
neſs of heatheniſm, you will now find 
in the patrimony of St. Peter, and in the 
very city where his 1 1 0 ſucceſ- 
ſor ſits enthroned. 


Tur Man of Sin, comes, ſays FE 
Apoſtle, with. all power, and ſigns, and ly- 
ing wonders And with all deceiveableneſs 
of unrighteouſneſs. This part of the de- 
ſcription, as exactly correſponds to 
the papal antichriſt, as any we have 
conſidered. Every one knows the pi- 

ous frauds that | have been ſanetified 2 


2 —— — = 


„ 
and practiſed by the Romiſh church: 
and that it has all along been fond of 


ſapporting it's credit and — oe 
PTY miracles, _ 


BEL LARMINE mentions miracles as 
ene mark of the true church ; and it 
would fill volumes, to give a particular 
account of all theſe lying wonders. 
How many ghoſts have appeared, to 
eſtabliſh the doctrine of purgatory, and 
ſupport the revenue which the church 
draws from it? All the images of their 
Saints, have wrought miracles. They 
have ſweat ; they have groaned ; they 
have ſhed tears; they have bled ; they 
have ſpoken ; they have changed their 
poſture ; they have walked ; they have 
flown thro” the air ; they ks diſappear- 
ed in one place, and been viſible again 
in another: They have given ſight to 
the blind ; hearing to the deaf; health 
to the ſick ; andeven life to the dead. 
Almoſt every votive gift, is produced as 
an evidence of ſome miracle perform- 
ed by the faint at whoſe ſhrine it ſtands ; 
and theſe miracles are related to en 
| gourage ſuch, donations, by which the 155 


i. 


f 54 1 


_ weak! of: the churtir Hak become line 


menſe. The holy houſe of Loretto, 
which they tell us, was brought many 


miles through the air, to the place 


where it now ſtands, has upon this ac- 
count been ama zin Bly « enriched by! loch 
offerings. ; 


Ts legends of the Romiſſi church? are 


1 full of theſe-ridiculous miracles: And 


though ſince knowledge has increaſe 
in the world, tLey have grown more 
modeſt in their accounts; yet the ſame 


fondneſs for theſe lying wonders conti- 
nues among them; as appears from 
the pompous account, publiſhed not 
many years ago, of the miracles per- 
formed at the tomb of the Abbe? de Paris. 


Ir would be endleſs to reckon up all 
the unrighteous deceivings practiced by the 
papal antichriſt; and to trace the art 


| and ſubtilty employed to cover the falſe- 


hood and deformity of his religious 


ſyſtem, The Pope pretends to nothing. 
but a ſpiritural power, and holds his 
territories and wealth in right of St. Peter. 
He is a tender father, and makes ne 


18 
* of the ſword; he only gives up oh · 


ſtinate heretics and incorrigible offend- 
ers to the civil magiſtrate, and admon- 
iſhes him to do his duty. Though the 
_ idolatry and ſuperſtition he authorizes 
are groſs in many inſtances as the pa- 
gan; and though the people are known 
to addreſs the image, and to believe 
that the Saint ſome how dwells in it ; 
yet the plea is, that the higheſt wouthip 
is not given to the latter, and that the 
former is deſigned only to bring to re- 
membrance ſome eminently holy perſon. 


Wir what ſpecious pretences doth 
he varniſh ſome of the blackeſt crimes, 
and even fanctiiy perfidy, treaſons, mur- 
ders and maſſacres, while he throws the | 
molt frightful colours upon every manly 
aſſertion of the rights of human nature, 
and the freedom of conſcience? Thoſe . 
who have diſputed his uſurped authoris 
ty, and nobly reſiſted his unrighteous 
impoſitions, if it was without the reach 
of his power to torment their bodies, 
have at leaſt been blackened by every 
artifice of calumny, and repreſented in 
the moſt odious characters. Luther, 


among many others, - this, 
His motives for oppoſing the papal pow- 
er, his whole life, and the manner of 
his dying, have been baſely miſrepre- 
ſented by the Romiſh writers. But 
the faithful pen of hiſtory hath refuted 
' theſe malicious calumnies, and vindi- 
cated his integrity; and without raiſing 
him above the trailties of a man, hath 
preſerved his name in all the luftre, that 
undaunted fortitude, and uncommonly 
great and ſucceſsful efforts, in a cauſe 
importantly good, never fail to impart. 


To thoſe who have a reſpect for rigid 
morals, and a life of mortification and 
ſelf denial, the Romaniſts hold up the 
ſeverity of their pennances, and the ri- 
gour and auſterity of ſome of their re- 
ligious orders. At the ſame time, thoſe 
who chuſe to live like men of the world, 
need not, upon this account, go out of 
their church, nor refign one of it's pri- 
vileges. The Pontiff has the merits of 
all the Saints, as well as of Chriſt, in a 
common fund at his own diſpoſal, and 
from thence for a good price he draws 
dliſpenſations, indulgences and pardons, 


— 


e to Fr * 1 alia: 
ons. Underthis pretexthe vacatesevery 
obligation to a religious life, and leads 
thoſe ta deſtruction, who have pleaſure ; 
in uur ighteonſueſt z whoſe condemnation is 
=; inaſmuch as ſuch a deception, ſo 
contrary to the prompt deciſions. of 
conſcience, muſt be choſen and fect· 
ed. By theſe and ſuch like arts, an 
incredible ſhare of the lands and wealth 
in England, and in other kingdoms and 
ſtates in Europe, was, before the refor- 
mation, the property of the church. 


Tux terms in which the benefit of 
indulgences, and the neceſſity of pur- 
chaſing them, were recommended by 
Tetzel and his aſſociates in Germany, 
are too extravagant to gain belief had 
. we not the moſt authentic teſtimony 
2 for them. If any man, ſaid they, 

* purchaſes letters of indulgence, his 

5 « ſoul may reſt ſecure of it's ſalvation.* 
The ſouls, confined in purgatory,' 
for whom they are bought, as ſoon. | 
as the money tinkles in the cheſt, im- 
* n aſcend from BE, torments 
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* « the -tarbolic pteikhers of the goſp He 
*g as efficaxcionsas the cröſs of Chat 
_ *« himſelf” Lo! the Heavens are opened; 
you may effter now. For twelve 
pence, you may redeem the ſoul of 
your father from purgatory: And 
„Are you'ſo' ungrateful chat vou Will 
not redeem” the "foul of your father 
from torment ? If you Had but one 
coat, vou ought to ſtrip. yourſelf 


* inſtaritly and ſelli it, to e ſuch 
. benefits,” 5 | 


Wo "To all this we wicht add the tb 
: " Feous deceivings by which the Romaniſts 
have 6orrupted chriſtian' morals 7 their = 
1 * dereſtateprincip le, that faithis fiot tobe 
kept eichkereries, che perfidy and inhu- 
manity with which, aeeordingtothis prin- 
* eile, Huſ7 was treated at the council of 
© Conſtance? Their aHtowanceof equivocati- 
on and mental reſervatton; and that 
the blackeſt crimes may become inno- 
cent and even meritorious, if they be 
done from à good intention, and for 
he ſervice of the church. All this is 


* 


Wh 


NY 


Well known to. the world; and may at 
once be diſcerned to be part of the 
character of chat wickeds one deſerided * | 
our. text... N 


Bur high as he" may ROY bimlelf; * 
ä alder as he may be in his own po- 
licy and power, and in the ſupport 8¹⁴ 
ven him by the kings of the earth, he is 
after all the /n of perdition, a. hom rh 
Lord ſball conſume with the breath of bis 
9 mouth, and deſtroy by the brighineſs of his 
coming. This prediction, we have be- 
fore obſerved, does not reſpect any par- 
ticular perſon, but an order of men in 
ſucceſſion, contriving and advancing a 
fyſtem of falſhood and iniquity. This 
is the object to be conſumed. The. 
breath of Chriſt's mouth is his word, 
and a brightneſs ever attends it. Error 
is deſtroyed by the light of truth, as. 
darkneſs ee when the ſun appears. 1 90 


Wan LE ie Man. Sin roſe, the. goſh 
wal was. obfcured, and gradually, With- 
drawn. from the vie of men; he truth 
Wa hela, or impriſoned, in aunrightcoufneſts 
b But when this was ſet at liberty, and 
the ſacred volumes opened, che papal 
3 felt the Fend was ede ay 
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| Hated, choug u riot deſtroyed, / a8 by 
the fire of r 
ſtroke of that goſpel, which our Savi- 
our compares to the lightning which com- 


WP. 


blaſted by the 


eth out of the Eaſt, and ſhineth even to the 


Weſt. So fire proceedeth out of the 


The ſimplicity of the goſpel, carries 
with it a wonderful light and energy: 


It is great, and will finally prevail. Like 

a flame, it goes through the briars aud 
thorus that oppoſe it, and burns them 
In it's progreſs, it puniſhes 
and torments the obſtinately erroneous . 
and wicked : They gnaw their tongues | 
for pain, at the detection of thoſe er- 


together. 


rors they will not renounce, and at the 
pungent reproof of thoſe vices which 
they cannot forſake. They have often 
other puniſhments from the judicial 


lite; which are a prelude of what ſhall 
be awarded: them, in - proportion to 


_ final judgment. In this period anti- 
brit v win 22 conſumed. We have ſeen. 


mouth of the two witneſſes in the Re- 
velations, and deſtroyeth their enemies. 


N 99 of Heaven, even in this 


heir guilt, at the bar of the ſon of man. 5 | 


* Ta E Kcond coming of Chriſt 8 
An ſome ſenſe from his aſcenſion to the 


er 6 1 e 


already this part of the prediction i in. a 


conſiderable degree fulfilled. He has 
ſurprizingly waſted away. He no long- 
er appears what he once was; the diſ- 
poſer of crowns, the arbiter of king- 
doms, and the dread of the world. 
His ſtrength is abated, and the reverence 


that was once paid him by Princes 


greatly diminiſhed. He now palliates 
and ſeems half aſhamed of what he once 

openly profeſſed, and boaſted in. This 
is owing to the increaſiag light ſpring- 


ing from the reformation. 


Nor ought we to Werten a late NY 
event, that deſerves particular atten- 
tion. One of his religious orders, I 
mean the Feſuirs, remarkable for a mix- 


ture of ſubtilty and enthuſiaſin, which 
rendered them ſingularly active and 


 ſacceſsful in his cauſe, has not long 


ſince been ſuppreſſed by Princes, that 


once were moſt zealouſly devoted to 
him, and particularly friendly to this 
very order. Even the Pope himſelf, 
according to ſome recent accounts, has 

at length been compelled, ſorely againſt 
his will, to imitate their example, and 
to concur with them in this ſignal, but 
very humiliating act of reformation.” | 
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e th ns; among — phigls. 
8 3 1 far this Lucifer, ſon of the 
morning, this pretended fountain 
of light, and diſpenſer of. infalli- 
ble knowlege, hath, declined. from his - 
zenith, and may be one means, of accel- 
dcrating his deſcent. Howeyer this may 
be, , we: are aſſuned, that at furtheſt, he. 
will be totally and abſolutely deſtroyed. 
mw FT ee our r Lack Dean | 


r . WY * | * # | 


3 — Toe” | . 


ths oN ths whats, evt compares. 1 
the predictions of Daniel, and John, 
with that of Paul in our text, will find 
in them a ſurprizing agrement; and 
that all theſe. diſtinguiſhed ſervants of 
Gods ſpake of the ſame iniquitous and 
oppreſſive Power. that was to riſe in his 
8 in later ages, and oppoſe. 
huimſelf to it: A power that ſpeaketh. 
* great things, even great things againſt the 
moſt High, and is full of the names of blaſ- 
Plem)y u A power that prevaileth againſ},. 
aud weareth. out the Saint; that changeth. 
times and daws,and aſſumeth an authori- 
ty, over all kindr edi, and tongues, and na. 
ions + A power that caſteth down the B © | ; 
7 Heaven, all civil rulers, and mag 7785 i 
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whom e "the Kings 57 15 
* Hearth do give their ſtreng ih: K Power 
that deceiveth, by falſe miracles, done iy the 
"fight of the beaſt; them thut dwell upon the 
earth ; and upon whom the judgment 
Evert” finally ſ ſit; ro tate away his dominion, 
and to conflume and deftroy ir ro the end. 


5 
* : % 


1 Tun predictions of the three fox 
vants of God above- named, concerning 
the corruptions of chriſtianity i in the Ro- 
- miſh chureh; and concerning the poli- 
tical ſtate of the world from firſt to laſt, 
but eſpecially - as the revolutions of 
empire had a relation to our religion, 
theſe I ſay when united; form a pro- 
© phetic picture, which in reſpec of the 
a "grandeur and importance of the events 
: - delineated therein, the variety and fin- 
gularity of the particulars whereof theſe 
events conſiſt, the clearneſs and preci- 
ſion with which they are delineated, the 
exactneſs of their accompliſhment, and 
the length of time taken up in the ac- 
. compliſhment, is one of the moſt aſton- 
iſhing objects which it is poſſible for the 
4 human mind to contemplate. And 
axefore the due examination of this 
picture, cannot fail to ſtrike all wiſe 79 5l 
men Foals the eben qonceptions of the — 
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| 100 power of God, and with 


che deepeſt veneration for the chriſtian 
religion, in the records of which 
this aſtoniſhing picture is found. For 
common ſenle dictates, that the ruler of 
the univerſe never would give the know—- 
lege of future events to impoſtors; eſ- 
pecially as upon the credit of that know- * 
lege, they have required mankind to 
believe the hiſtory of ſeſus. Wherefore, b 
the corruptions of chriſtianity, inſtead 
of being any objection againſt the di- 
vinity of our religion, by having been 
fo particularly predicted, are in reality 
the foundation of one of the —_ 
mY ONE in it's favour.” * _ 


TIME will not allow me to enlarge 


on the reflections which ura ariſe 
from our ſubject. 


Wu ar a bleſſi ing to enten was 


the reformation ? What a yoke of bon- 
dage did it break? Even the papal 
power, where it {till prevails, has been 
_ tempered by it. It was at once favour- 5 
able to civil liberty and to the rights of 
conſcience. Religion and learning 
revived together. The Bible, the ſoun- 
tain of divine knowlege being unco- 


©" * Macknights Truth ef Goſpel Hiſtory. P. 6% 


=O | 


t t 15 e 


8 vered, the thirſty came and dra 
the water of life ficely. © At the ſame 


time the beſt human models of writing; 


and the nobleſt ſentiments on civility 
and government, were read with avidi- 

ty in the antient claſſics. The church 
emerged from darkneſs ; human ſocie- 


ty was poliſhed ; the arts cultivatedz 
| Ov commerce enlarged: 


Fai E how fruits of the eien 


have been tranſplanted to America; and 


what a change have they made already 
in the face of this continent? Here 


| N and they all flouriſh to the ſecond com- 


g of the ſon of man !, And may this 


| * Society; aceording to the ge- 
nerous deſign of it's founders, be emi- 
nently conducive to ſo happy a purpoſe. 
We have a Romiſh Biſhop, and a Po- 
piſh colony, not far from us; where, I 
am well informed, inſtead of the advance- 
ment of proteſtant truth, ſince it's ſub- 
"n+ to the Britiſh government, 
numbers have been perverted from 
our own. profeſſion. And if Popery, 
_ deceitfully aſſuming a milder form, 
ſeems to be leſs dreaded and abhored 
chan it once was; let us be . our 35 
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« propre 70 — 264 1 every_ 
| beſt it is the niet, * 


In mere ee a ws no 
examination of it'so ,n mandates andde- 
irect,aneverlaſtingenemyta | 


There 
' choline 3 
1g them is in one 
. way or another greatiy owing to the 
_ reformation, ; For when | 
ed without oppoſition , Ignorance every 
prevailed. And even at this 
„che body of the people in the Ro- 
are not near fo enlightened. as 
the proteſtant communion. 


are indeed many learned 


but the learning 


. where 


| = zn vis incompatiblewiththe ſafety 


uw a free government, It ſets up a * 


reign 1 ſuperior to all civil rulers; 
à ſpiritual power that reaches to every 
ag, upon carth, and can ue no 


n nd adantow' an antho= , 
_ rity to abſolve every lacred obligation, 


of ewil freedom. ? 
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Cd. oh ke Rate of Traty ve 
Wich what it once was, Where are the 
© poets, the orators, the philoſophers, the 
I ſtateſmen andheroes, that once guided, 
=] _ defended, N adorned that diſtinguiſh _ 

ed country? Where are the numbers 

it ſupported, and the ſpirit and vigonr 
of it's inhabitants? Nature is the fine : 

it is tyranũy, and moſt of all, the papal _ 

_ tyranny, that hath made the change. 

Me have indeed, may a Popiſh bigot 1275 . 
+ we have happily no more the fier ec 
| contentions of antient Rome: All things 

are now ſettled by an indiſputable autho- 
rity; and we are at Peace, Buthavethere 3 
Ii been no bloody conteſts in Papal Rome? 
s | And what kind of tranquility does it 
> 5 ever enjoy? Is f it the eaſe and happineſs „ 

af a vigorous, well governed ſtate? F ay, ESL. 
y | fromit #"Itis the ſilence of death; | 
«=: By * the Peace of a church yard. 


: 5 Lr us e Hand at's in ; the & oo 
1 4 wherewith Chriſt has made u free, 
s and allow no unſcriptural impoſition, 
. : 
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ound Smong us! May a liberal in- 
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N wy the 1 119 bt De q OY id >- 
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